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Current Status and Issues of Training Dentists

Specialist in Educational Issues

Makoto KIMURA

It is said that dentists have already been affected by a period of selective elimination. Therefore,
I recently conducted a series of local interviews to survey the realities of depopulation of dentistry in
Japan.

Applicants to Japanese dental universities and dental faculties have surprisingly been reduced
by 58% during 10 years from 2000. In addition, regarding the situations of newly-enrolled students
this spring, 10 out of 17 private dental universities did not meet their quota. The reality is that the
popularity of dentistry has significantly declined.

Current dental treatments are diversified, apart from treatment and prevention of dental caries, such
as treatment of periodontal disease, aesthetic dentistry and dental correction. However, as high school
students and teachers are not fully aware of such diversification in current dentistry, they take less
interest in dental universities and dental faculties.

I foresee that dental clinics will have to correspond to diversifying needs in the future.

Not being limited to only a few areas including aesthetic dentistry which attracts many female
patients and pediatric dentistry for children as deemed suitable for female dentists, I think that female

dentists should take a major role in the community of dentistry in a scientific venue for women.

Key words : Period of Selective Elimination, Hypersensitization and Discontents, Expansion of the Role
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