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The great adventure of the Asteroid Explorer [HAYABUSA]
—What did the HAYABUSA bring back to us from its 6 billion kilometers of journey?—

Professor of Economy, Dokkyo University

Kazuma YAMANE

On May 9th, 2003, HAYABUSA, the M-V rocket was launched from the Uchinoura Space Center in

Kagoshima prefecture, Japan.

After its 7 years of vagabond with many troubles, HAYABUSA finally returned back to the mother

earth and landed at Woomera, Australia on June 13th, 2010.
The story was described as a miraculous return to life, and HAYABUSA swept the entire length of

Japan.
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