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ICD Japan Section and Service to Society

Yoshinori SATO
President of, LC.D., Japan Section

The General Meeting, the Certification Ceremony and the Social Gathering for fiscal 2012 were successfully
held at the American Club in Tokyo, Japan, to welcome many distinguished guests from home and abroad. I
most appreciate the support and efforts by the Fellows and the Committees” directors and members who were
involved in the administration of the events, under the guidance of former President Amano.

On this occasion of the General Meeting, the elections of directors and auditors as an incorporated association
were carried out. The Board of Directors, convening after the General Meeting, elected me as the 27th
President, the successor to President Amano, to be entrusted with the administrative enforcement of balanced
budgets for fiscal 2012 and fiscal 2013. The honor is more than I deserve, and I intensely feel the gravity of
responsibility.

The International College of Dentists (ICD) has 14 Sections in the world, with many branches and
approximately 12,000 active dentists as Fellows. All the dentists are preeminent and successful doctors. In the
Japan Section, an incorporated association, renowned dentists as opinion leaders in the dental community in
Japan are energetically working as Fellows.

Now, I would like for us to take consideration of the phrase “Noblesse Oblige” which is composed of Noblesse,
the French noun meaning “noble” in English and the French verb Obliger meaning “oblige.” This is a French
proverb connoting that a nobleman must act appropriate to his status. In English it is translated as “Nobility
Obliges,” also meaning that noble or high-ranking people should act nobly and generously to others as, for
example, the wealthy contributing to charity. This code of conduct is required of those who are distinguished
socially and economically.

The concept of this French proverb in its Japanese counterpart, kurai takakereba toku kakaki o yohsuru, is
translated into English as “The higher the status, thus is required higher virtue.” This is a basic moral sense
in the Western society, expressing that a noble person has a social responsibility and obligation to perform
according to his or her status.

The ICD Japan Section is an incorporated association in which one of its general principles is “service to
society”. We respect the spirit of Noblesse Oblige, bear the motto of “service to society” in mind and are fully
aware of being part of an international organization, and will strive to survive and develop as a public structure

in which the administration is executed under a balanced budget.
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