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The future is now

YOSHINORI SATOH
President of I.C.D., Japan Section

The title comes from a phrase of American anthropologist Margaret Mead, which suggests to mean that, for
realizing an ideal future you conceive by yourself, taking action now is necessary. It is interpreted, overlaying
this phrase on the policy of ICD Japan Section (hereinafter referred to as “Japan Section”), as “The future ICD
should be maintained and developed by accumulating present actions. For that end we must put forth our best
efforts.” In other words, the future will not come automatically, and it should be determined depending on the
present result.

The current organization of Japan Section started anew as a general incorporated association on February
24, 2010, and the long-established Japan Section itself has a history of more than 56 years. In these 56 years,
included with eras of hardship and development in the community of dentistry, at any time our pioneers had
been striving for establishing the foundation of the present organization.

In the 21st century, it is said that the paradigm changed, not shifted. We face the age of taking survivability
into consideration, rather than sustainability.

Looking around the actual condition of Japan Section, apart from the number of membership varying from
year to year, we never see any qualitative degradation. Japan Section functions well as an organization
retaning excellent opinion leaders in the community of dentistry, satisfying all necessary conditions for the
organizational survival.

For sustaining and developing this incorporated organization with proud traditions, naturally along with
executing the three main tasks as established in the articles of association, we must secure the implementation
of the action plan to sustain and develop the organization, focusing on the 60th anniversary of this incorporated
organization coming in four years. However, Japan Section, a complex and substantial organization, needs to
implement the action plan following required steps to gain the Fellows understanding and consent, without
aiming at a huge jump. Therefore we are asking for proposals on realizing the development of the organization
through altering the custom of the Directors and the Committee Members in order to put things that can be
done immediately into practice examining any possibility for progress.

We are now in a period of chaos as though Pandora’s box has been opened, both nationally and globally. This
also means the chaos is a mother giving birth to something new in the next generation. According to the myth,
what remained in Pandora’s box after bursting out any kind of agonies was Elpis, or hope in Greek.

The darkest hour is just before the dawn. What type of Elpis will remain for Japan Section’s future? I always
keep in mind that it depends on our present endeavor and action recognizing we are currently experiencing

the hour “just before the dawn”.
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