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implant treatment
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Extreme Aging and Dentistry

Aging Society, Healthy Life Expectancy and Implant Treatment

Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Implantology, Tokyo Dental College
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In 2012, the aged population of Japan exceeded 30 million for the first time in history, which means

that roughly one in four people is elderly, with relatively higher figures of 79.64 years for the male and

86.39 years for the female in terms of average life span. However, the current healthy life expectancy

of the Japanese is 70.42 years for the male and 73.62 years for the female, indicating that the difference

with healthy life span is approximately 9 years for the male and 13 years for the female, respectively.

Reducing the difference will see more healthy and vigorous elderly people. It is expected dentistry will

be hugely influential in this area of the issue.

On the other hand, implant treatment, widely known for its excellent sustainability and stability, is

thought to be a treatment having potential for extending healthy life expectancy. Still, along with the

fact the increase of aged persons dependent on care in number has actually been a social issue, it is

easily speculated troubles associated with implant treatment due to the lack of oral self-care will also

rapidly increase.

This article, then, treats the relationship among aging society, healthy life expectancy, aged persons

dependent on care and implant treatment, taking some future outlook in consideration as well.

Key words : Implant treatment, Aging society, Healthy life expectancy, Aged persons dependent on care
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