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Time moves on.

KIKuo KOBAYASHI
President of LC.D., Japan Section

It has been passed a year since I become the president of the 28th International College of Dentists Japan
Section.

The first president was Dr. Syuusaku Fukushima, Who was elected by the Japan Section in 1957, and 59
years have passed since then. In other word, this organization will have its 60th anniversary next year.

The International College of Dentists Japan Section started with around 20 members in the beginning. By
1968, it was up to 100 members. In 1978, there were 280 members and 40 years after its establishment, the
organization grew steadily and counts up over 400 members. In 1986, I became a member of this organization
on the recommendation of the fellows Dr. Yoshitada Sakurai and Dr. Kuniyasu Hitotsuko. I started with a
small clinic after I finished my degree at graduate school. While managing my business, I was continually
researching in a medical department in a university, also spending as much time as possible studying in clinical
pathology. Because my major was basic physiology, I was anxious stop away from the clinical field.

At the time I attended the Physiological Society of Japan, Dr. Yojirou Kawamura, who was the 11th
president (and was re-elected as the 15th president as well), did excellent work on organizing new
development of theories and knowledge which were published by many universities and researchers. He
provided a good environment in the society and moreover was dedicated as a coordinator for the attendees to
expand an exchange of ideas. I witnessed Dr. Kawamura's great success with my own eyes, and he earned
my highest respect.

Time moves on. There was a social gathering after I entered the I.C.D., Japan Section, and I found out
that Dr. Kawamura would be giving a toast at the party. It was an honor to be on the same stage as where he
stood, and I could have never experienced this if I had hesitated to enter the organization. It was a surprising
and precious experience when Dr. Kawamura came up to me and had a casual conversation with me because
he was famous as a highly respected doctor.

Over time, the number of fellows has been slightly decreasing since the 2010s. Many reasons for this can be
considered, such as changes in the dental market, the society, and the structure of the organization. Many
factors are different from in the past.

In conclusion, the role of the organization has becomes less clear with the passage of the time. What do we
need to do to revitalize our role in this important organization? Now is the time where we have to look back
on the basic philosophy of its establishment and moreover, Our fellows need to exchange opinions across the

generations.
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