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Past and present of pediatric dentistry

Noriaki Kacawmi, D.D.S., Ph.D., FI1.CD.

About half a century ago in Japanese pediatric dentistry, there were serious dental caries spread across

the nation, and treatment of decayed tooth was prioritized over preventive care. Pediatric dentists were

facing at criticism with the treatment they provide.

Since then, we have experienced a drastic change in a pediatric dentistry - as a result, tooth decay rate

amongst children through infancy to school age reduced significantly and the number of remaining tooth

amongst elderly population is increasing.

One of the contributing reasons are the increased awareness towards importance of dental care, thanks

to the dental health advocating activities such as “8020 (eighty-twenty) campaign” and “Health Japan 21" .

In this article, we would like to introduce our current activities and challenges around pediatric dental

care, occlusion and misaligned teeth management, and international trends with key words of “growth and

development” .
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