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Activities of Police Dental Association in Hiroshima Prefecture

Tomotoku Motoyama, D.D.S., Ph.D., F.1C.D.

In the event of a large-scale disaster, it is significantly important to identify the bodies of disaster
victims and return them to their families as soon as possible. As the inside of the mouth and condition
of the teeth usually remain stable for a relatively long period of time, regardless of the condition of
the body, dentistry fulfills an important role in identifying bodies. Following the Great East Japan
Earthquake, dentists helped identify a large number of bodies, which supports the validity of using
dental information in such situations. As large-scale disasters are expected to occur in the near future,
establishing cooperative relationships with the police prior to the occurrence of disasters is essential for
dentists to be able to collaborate with police to quickly identify bodies. The following explains some of
what we have done to establish cooperative systems with the police:

The International College of Dentists Japan Section, established in 1986, holds board meetings for the
association for dentists working for the police twice a year, inviting the head of Hiroshima Prefectural
Police Headquarters and members of the First Criminal Investigation Department to develop project
plans, exchange information, and promote the cooperative systems.

In 2016, training was conducted to create dental charts using digital pens. In the simulation training,
which was implemented with the support of the Critical Care Department of Hiroshima University
Hospital, and included satellite communication vehicles for disasters, drones, and was based on the
landslides that had occurred in August 2014 in Hiroshima, physicians and dentists practiced providing
critical care for casualties, recording the conditions of bodies, and creating dental charts. Such simulation
training sessions are essential for maintain a working relationship between dentists and the police.
Annual workshops held to help participants improve their identification skills are characterized by
simulated joint training in which members from Hiroshima Prefectural Police, the Maritime Safety
Headquarters, and physicians who help the police identify bodies organize into teams, rather than
undergoing training separately, and fulfill the roles assigned in the event of a disaster. Through this
training, they will be able to implement their tasks smoothly in emergency situations.

Furthermore, the Hiroshima Prefectural Dental Association and Hiroshima University Hospital
(dentistry) entered into an “Agreement on Identification Activities in the Event of Disasters” last year
to help the university hospital develop cooperative systems for identification and to collaborate with the
Hiroshima Prefectural Dental Association.

The International College of Dentists Japan has maintained positive relationships with Hiroshima
Prefectural Police and Hiroshima University, and hopes to further enhance them through a variety of

workshops.

Key words : Victim Identitication, Police dental association, Workshop
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