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Table 1 Medical service fees to prevent the worsening of
oral diseases
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Table 2 Requirements of dental clinics with enhanced dental care by family dentists
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Dentists’ Needed in Society

~ Medical Service Fee from the Perspective of Dental Anesthesiology ~

Sotaro KATAYAMA, D.D.S,, Ph.D,, F1.C.D.

Facing the progression of super-aging, Japan needs to reform the structure of its society, and adopt
measures for the transition of its social security systems. Dentistry is no exception, as the shift of dental
care from treatment-oriented practice focusing on the morphological recovery of teeth to management-
oriented and liaison-based practice to maintain/restore oral function became clearer when medical
fees were revised in FY2018. As part of this revision, the direction of dentistry was defined by 2
keywords: <promoting community-based integrated care systems> and <preventing the worsening of
oral diseases>. This paper analyzes the recent revision of medical fees from the perspective of dental
anesthesiology, which is the author’ s specialty, and discusses dentists’ needed in society.

As community-based integrated care systems are being promoted, it is necessary for dentists to
become a multidisciplinary collaboration team member, and contribute to such care. They are expected
to serve as gatekeepers for communities, who <observe> patients’ health conditions, actively participate
in <health management> based on medicine-dentistry liaison, and utilize their risk management skills
to <facilitate> the provision of necessary support through multidisciplinary collaboration whenever

abnormalities, however slight, are identified.

Key words : Family Dentist, Dental Anesthesiology, Medical Service Fee, Community-based Integrated Care System,
Multidisciplinary Collaboration
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