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The Dawn of Orthodontics in Japan and the Past 100 Years
—To Commemorate the 100th Anniversary of ICD—

Professor Emeritus, Hokkaido University

Junichiro Iiba, D.D.S., Ph.D.

Orthodontics began in Japan with Kisai Takayama's description of "Satetsuron’, which was Takayama's
"theory of malocclusion”. Takayama went to the United States in 1872 at his own expense, and he studied
dentistry in the Unites States and returned to Japan in 1878. After that, many Japanese went to the United
States to study orthodontics and engaged in educational activities in Japan after returning to Japan. In
Europe and the United States, concepts regarding orthodontics and opinions regarding treatment had been
changing, and there was also disagreement among individuals. Japanese students who went abroad to study
orthodontics returned to Japan with different concepts regarding orthodontics depending on what they had
been taught, and there was a period in Japan with many different views regarding orthodontics. Moreover,
many changes were made to the academic and medical systems in Japan in the period of social upheaval
following Japan' s surrender in the Second World War.

In this article, in order to understand the history of orthodontics in Japan, I will first briefly review the
history of orthodontics in the United States and Europe, and then I will review the history of orthodontics in

Japan with some of the key people involved in it.

Key words : Orthodontics, History of Orthodontics in the World, History of Orthodontics in Japan
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