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Table 1 Chronological order of dental materials launched and distributed in the United States
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Changes in Dental Care During the Meiji Period

Visiting Professor of the Nippon Dental University School of Life Dentistry
Visiting Professor of the Showa University School of Dentistry
Director of the Dental Museum of Kanagawa Dental Association

Toshihide Ouno, D.D.S., Ph.D.

From the end of the Tokugawa shogunate to the beginning of the Meiji period, Dr. Eastlake and other
foreign dentists practiced in the Yokohama Settlement. They hired Japanese people as their assistants, and
introduced modern dental techniques to Japan.

At that time, foreign dentists’ approaches were based on the latest treatment techniques and materials
developed in the United States, which markedly changed dental care in Japan. Modern dentistry developing
in the United States had a great impact on dental care during the Meiji period. Newspaper advertisements
of the time outline the dental care introduced by foreign dentists.

An English newspaper advertisement by Burlingame, who came to Japan in 1866, shows his approaches
to the treatment of devitalized teeth, conservative treatment, and painless tooth extraction using gold foil,
amalgam fillings, rubber and gold dentures, arsenic paste, and other materials. In 1875, Einosuke Obata
passed the medical practice examination, and became the first dental practitioner in 1876.

Kisai Takayama, who studied under the guidance of the dentist Van den Borgh in San Francisco,
returned to Japan and started his own practice in 1878. These two pioneers led the field of dentistry
in Japan. From the beginning to the end of the Meiji period, Japanese dentists performed dental care,
succeeding the techniques introduced by foreign dentists to Japan. This paper describes such dental care
during the Meiji period, dividing it into four stages according to the changes that took place in this field. To
develop a clear, overall perspective on dental care during this period, it also mentions the 2 periods before
and after it, the Edo period and Taisho period, when domestic production of dental materials and equipment
advanced.

Key words : Foreign Dentists in Japan, Modern Dentistry in the United States, Succession by Japanese Dentists,
Dental Care During the Meliji period
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