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Transition and Future Prospects of Dentistry for Special Needs Patients

Department of Special Needs Dentistry, Division of Hygiene and Oral Health, School of Dentistry, Showa University

Shouji HirRONAKA, D.D.S., Ph.D. Prof, F.ICD.

About 10 million people with disabilities live in Japan. There are people with disabilities or special needs
in every country. On the other hand, the public awareness of disability itself varies greatly from country to
country.

The establishment of the Japanese Society for Disability and Oral Health dates back to 1973. Currently,
the Japanese Society for Disability and Oral Health has more than 5000 members, but its academic
development is still in its infancy. Although the conversion to a public interest incorporated association
and the digitization of books are still in progress, we have established a specialist medical system and
launched the Asian Association for Disability and Oral Health. In addition, the academic society has created
a textbook for dentistry students (Special Needs Dentistry). From now on, I think that it should become the
norm of Asia as a global standard, but since there are obstacles that can be cured by Al and gene therapy
in the next 10 to 20 years, I expect the next generation of dentistry for the disabled. But I want to devote

myself to having bright hopes and expectations.

Key words : Persons with Disabilities, Behavioral Management, Feeding and Swallowing Rehabilitation
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