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Expectations for Our Members as Professionals

NORIAKI KAGAMI

President of the International College of Dentists Japan Section

I am Noriaki Kagami, and I was appointed President of the International College of Dentists (ICD) Japan
Section in June 2022, succeeding President Motoko Suda, who was the first female President of the Section in its
63-year history.

On crossing a major milestone of 100 years, I brace myself to bear the weight of my responsibility as
a member of this valuable organization to share information with specialists from each country, who have
established themselves as world experts, and as an executive of this organization.

Since the WHO declared a pandemic in 2020, the social environment has drastically changed, and
interpersonal interactions have been restricted until the present. I am well aware that taking on the duties
of the ICD Japan Section at such an important time is a very heavy a burden for me, a person with limited
knowledge and ability. However, with the help and wisdom of the 31 new Regents, more than 200 fellows, and 5
new fellows who joined this year, I am confident that I will be able to carry out this task.

As published in the 2015 issue of the Journal of the ICD Japan Section as a survey report by Fellow Koji
Hashimoto, who was an International Councilor at the time, and as introduced in a YouTube video entitled:
“Lectures of Dr. Tsurukichi Okumura” , edited by the Editorial Committee for the Journal and distributed by
the ICD Japan Section, Dr. Tsurukichi Okumura, one of the ICD founders, laid the groundwork for dentistry
from clinical practice to education from the 1900s to 1950s while acting as the first dean of Tokyo Dental
College. It is noteworthy that he had a strong interest in oral hygiene, especially school dental health, from
around 1916, as described in the historical records. If the history of mankind is a history of battles against
infectious diseases, we might say that their management and prevention are a “battle of wits” .

Over these 2 years under the COVID-19 situation, I have reviewed prevention as one of the fundamentals
of healthcare, and realized the importance of the role I should fulfill as a specialist, although my profession is
different.

In the ICD Japan Section, I will make every effort to carry out activities appropriate for an academic
organization with such a long history, while inheriting the projects established by former President Suda, and
complying with the 3 major meeting schedules.

I believe that contributing to the benefit of others by fully exercising your high abilities as a dental specialist
is the spirit of service, which is the principle of the ICD.

I would like to ask again for support and guidance from all fellows.
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