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Looking Back on Two Years under the COVID-19 Situation

MoTtoko SupA

Immediate Past President of the International College of Dentists Japan Section

A hundred years ago, during the 1918 influenza pandemic, Drs. Tsurukichi Okumura and Louis Ottofy
founded the International College of Dentists (ICD). The founding of this society originated in Dr. Okumura’
s suggestion at the farewell party for Dr. Louis Ottofy’ s departure from Japan in 1920: “Let us create an
international organization made up of leading dentists to promote friendship among members, to learn about
their histories, and to disseminate information to the world” . As of 2022, this idea is shared among the 125
member countries.

A hundred years later, from the beginning of 2020, COVID-19 began to spread around the world. As the
government urged people to strictly avoid the “three Cs” (closed spaces, crowded places, and close-contact
settings), our lifestyles have completely changed.

Looking back on the activities of the Japan Section over the 2 years of such a drastic change, the 2nd Board
of Council Meeting was held in July 2020, where new officers were determined, and I was appointed as the
president, succeeding Dr. Takashi Miyazaki. At the beginning of the new fiscal year, we set a new goal: “to
carry out our projects as much as possible, while taking preventive measures against infection” . Accordingly,
we stared to hold committee meetings actively in new formats, such as web/e-mail conferences, and prepared
for the next projects. In December, we held the Board of Council Meeting in hybrid form, combing face-to-face
and online styles, at the Imperial Hotel Tokyo. At the same time, with the approval for the establishment of
the “Special Committee for COVID-19 Management” , we decided to strengthen our infection control measures
as the Japan Section. We cancelled the Year-end Meeting, and held a party for the president and new fellows
with a limited number of participants. Despite tension due to strict infection control measures, the reunion of
fellows after a long time and the first meeting with new fellows took place in a kind atmosphere, leaving a
warm impression. In March of the following year, 2021, we held the Winter Scientific Meeting, adopting online,
live-streamed, and also on-demand styles. In June, we held the 1st Board of Council Meeting, Annual Meeting,
and Induction Ceremony for new fellows, who had joined during the past 2 years, in hybrid form at the Hotel
Metropolitan Edmont, and produced a video that shows this event. In December, we held the Board of Council
Meeting, combining face-to-face and online formats, and a reception party only in a face-to-face style. In March
2022, we held the Winter Scientific Meeting online. In June, we held the Board of Council Meeting face-to-
face and online, while holding the Annual Meeting/Induction Ceremony and reception party only in a face-to-
face style. On that day, at the Presidential Changing Ceremony, I turned over the chain to the next President
Noriaki Kagami safely. Thus, we held the 3 major meeting events each year, adopting these infection control
measures, but we also published the Journal and Newsletter of the ICD Japan Section, as usual, created the
Introductory Brochure with new contents for the first time in 8 years, and even started a Facebook page
during this period. We worked for and realized the exchange of video greetings with the presidents of the
Taiwan and South Korea Sections.

In the meantime, with the development of COVID-19 vaccines, the number of cases began to decrease,
allowing us to gradually increase the number of face-to-face meetings. We have been sensitive to the
changing and evolving times and steadily working while cooperating with each other. I believe that this has
demonstrated the strength and solidarity of the Japan Section. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to
all fellows for their generous support and cooperation.

JICD, 2022, Vol. 53, No. 1



