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Looking Back on 50 Years as a Dentist

Clinical Supervisor, Dental Pediatric Orthodontics Tsunomachi Clinic

Masakatsu TsunoMmAcHI, D.D.S., Ph.D., FIC.D.

After entering the university, I had the unrest within my heart about "dental education" and
considered dropping out of the university on the way. However, the words of my respected teacher
changed my mind to give up the school.

Graduating from the university, I studied team medicine under the supervision of Professor Fukuhara
of Niigata University with orthodontic treatment and speech therapy for cleft lip and palate patients.

Later then, I was endowed with meeting with famous doctors such as Naohiko Inoue, Gakuji Ito,
Okiuji Takagi, and Dr. Miyoko Kuwahara at the Development Dentistry Meeting.

And, I studied a community medicine seminar led by Professor Tsuneo Tanaka of the Tokyo
University School of Health Sciences.

Anyway lots of these professors who were endeavoring to search for a new field of dentistry had a
great influence on my life as a dentist.

Furthermore, 1991 when I met and encountered with Dr. Akinori Hamamura, (rehabilitation physician
and former president of the Association of Japan Rehabilitation Hospital Facilities) was my major turning
point year as a dentist. Since then, my standpoint of clinical practice has expanded greatly from dental
treatment to clinical practice related to oral disorders.

"Research Report on Oral Care and Fever" written by Dr. Takeyoshi Yoneyama in 1999 in Lancet
was the pioneer in highlighting the importance of oral care.

In 2002, I published a book based on my 10 year’ s visit-oral care entitled as "Never Give Up eating
with your mouth” . However, the researches on this study area are still insufficient.

Finally, it is hoped that the dental community will clarify the concepts and procedures of "oral
disorders" and "oral rehabilitation” as soon as possible, and pave the way for new dental care demanded

by society.
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