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Gagaku — Introduction to Its History and Three Wind Instruments

Member of Gagaku Jani-on-kai/Member of Pro Musica Nipponia
Member of Orchestra Asia
Gagaku player

Yuji NISHIHARA

Gagaku today is organized similarly to Western orchestras, consisting of wind, string, and percussion

instruments, and is called “the world’ s oldest orchestra”.

According to the Theory of Yin-yang and Five Elements, it is said that “the sho represents the voice

of heaven, the hichiriki represents the voice of earth, and the ryuteki represents the voice of the dragon

that travels between heaven and earth”, and that these three wind instruments, in their unity, symbolize

the universe.

This paper introduces the history of Gagaku and the three wind instruments.

Key words : Theory of Yin-yang and Five Elements, Sasanian Persia, Silk Road, Kuniburi-no-Utamai,

Continental Music and Dance - Togaku and Komagaku, Utaimono
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